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First household and laundry products in the UK 

 to be certified palm oil free 

 

Greenscents, the premium British organic laundry & household brand has 

become the first to be certified palm oil free by POFCAP in the UK. 

 

“We have always believed that third party certification is the best way to show 

consumers that we are a trusted ethical brand,” explains Founder, Christina 

Hawkes.  “Together with our existing certifications from The Soil Association, 

The Vegan Society, Cruelty Free International and Allergy UK our certification 

with POFCAP provides overwhelming confirmation that Greenscents is the 

most ethical laundry and household brand in the UK.” 

 

David Attenborough has given us all the visual evidence we need – palm oil 

plantations are destroying tropical rain forests and killing their inhabitants.  If 

the equatorial belt of tropical forest continues to be destroyed, we risk 

increasing loss of biodiversity, reduction in the capacity to store carbon and 

the consequent rise in temperatures.  More than three-quarters of Indonesia’s 

Tesso Nilo National Park, home to tigers, orangutans and elephants, has been 

converted into illegal palm oil plantations.   

https://www.greenscents.co.uk/
http://www.palmoilfreecertification.org/


“At Greenscents we do not want to be directly or indirectly responsible for the 

declines in tropical rainforest” emphasizes Christina. “Palm oil plantations have 

led to the loss of so many iconic animal species and the destruction of two 

thirds of world plant species found there.” 

 

Greenscents decided to become certified palm oil free after research into the 

‘sustainable palm oil’ market.  In 2004, the palm oil industry set up the 

Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO). RSPO members have their palm oil 

‘certified sustainable’ and brands using this palm oil get to claim that their 

palm oil is ‘sustainable’. 

 

However, research carried out over 15 years has shown that from 2001 to 

2016, total tree loss in Indonesian palm oil plantations was equivalent to 34.2 

per cent of the area covered by the plantations but the loss in certified 

sustainable plantations was higher – 38.3 per cent (The Independent, 2018).  

 

“We also discovered from Greenpeace that RSPO members were right at the 

centre of Indonesia’s 2015 forest fires crisis,” reports Christina. “When the fires 

returned in 2019 roughly three-quarters of these fires linked to palm oil 

companies were on RSPO members’ land. This means that so-called 

‘sustainable’ palm oil growers are – in some cases – part of Indonesia’s 

environmental crisis.” 

 

Greenscents decided to become certified by Australian based POFCAP as it is 

an independent, not-for-profit organisation.  The international certifier was set 

up to help consumers to quickly identify if a product, company or process is 



palm oil free.  POFCAP distributes all profits from this certification trademark 

back into organisations working hard to protect rainforests around the world. 

 

“We really liked these objectives and Greenscents is proud to be funding an 

organisation where profits reach NGO's working to save the rainforests” 

enthuses Christina.  “Plus we love the story behind the POFCAP logo.” 

 

 

 

This is Jabrick, the orangutan who lost her mother aged 1 and her own life 

aged 2 as a result of rainforest destruction.  A poignant story but an uplifting 

one as POFCAP was born from this tragedy.  The POFCAP logo is dedicated to 

Jabrick and all the other animals who have lost their lives due to deforestation 

and habitat destruction. 

 

The whole Greenscents range of 26 products has been certified by POFCAP and 

all ingredients have been rigorously checked.  

 



- Ends – 

30 November 2020 

greenscents.co.uk 

Facebook - Greenscents 

Instagram - Greenscents UK 

 

Press enquiries for interviews and product or lifestyle images: 

Nikki Mattei, nikki@greenscents.co.uk, 07814 504755 

Christina Hawkes, christina@greenscents.co.uk,  01398 324225 

 

Notes for Editors 

 

1. Greenscents products include Laundry Liquid, Laundry Conditioner, 

Washing-up Liquid, Loo Cleaner, Multi Surface Spray, Floor Soap, Creamy 

Polish and All Purpose Castile Soap.  There are a variety of fragrances 

too: Lavender, Citrus, Herbal, Minty and Nonscents fragrance-free.  

Refills are available for most products in 5 and 20 litre containers. 

 

2. Greenscents products are certified by The Soil Association, The Vegan 

Society, Cruelty-Free International, Allergy UK and now POFCAP.  

Greenscents is an Ethical Consumer Best Buy, coming top in all relevant 

categories. 

 

3. Greenscents products are made to order in small batches in Somerset, 

UK. 

 

https://greenscents.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Greenscents-357611980922551/
https://www.instagram.com/greenscentsuk/
mailto:nikki@greenscents.co.uk
mailto:christina@greenscents.co.uk


4. POFCAP is the first and currently only International Palm Oil Free 

Certification Trademark in the World launched in Australia in late 2017 

and is now Global with approval to certify brands in 20 countries. 

POFCAP assesses products as to their palm oil free status. Two of the 

programme’s aims are to assist consumers who wish to avoid palm oil 

for allergy, dietary or ethical reasons when shopping for genuine, 

independently assessed palm oil free products and distribute 100% of 

profits to POFCAP’s Partner NGOs working to protect rainforests. For 

further information please go to www.palmoilfreecertification.org  
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